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ACH
Reading and Language Arts

Part 1

Directions Read the passage. Then answer Numbers 1 through 6.

Going Ape
Eating, drinking, and being merry are all part of the day for these

hairy “redheads.”
by Deborah Churchman

Eat . . .
1

2

3

4

5

6

Think about this: Orangutans (oh-RANG-uh-tans) are the only great apes that live in trees all
day. So nearly everything they do has to be done while balancing and hanging on. Good thing
they’ve got four “hands” to help!

Orang babies have a great support system: Mom. Mom feeds her baby warm milk for its first
four to seven years.

As her baby gets older, it gets very interested in what Mom is eating. Mom makes it baby food.
But she doesn’t have a blender. Instead, when her baby asks for food, she uses her teeth. She chews the
food and spits it out into baby’s mouth.

Fruit is the number one treat of orangs. They prefer durian fruit (which tastes like sweet,
garlicky custard). But they’ll go for any fruit they can find, including mango.

It takes a good memory to live on fruit in these forests. The fruit trees grow far apart, and
different kinds get ripe at different times. So orangs have to remember where and when to visit
each tree. That’s one reason young orangs stay with their mothers for so long.

When they’re young, orangs hang on to their mother’s hair. Mom carries them through their
forest home, teaching them what’s good to eat and what’s not. Orangs spend more than half their
waking hours looking for food. That’s more time than you spend at school!
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8

9

10

These lessons are just as important as yours are — and just as hard. It can take 12 years for an
orangutan to learn where all the different kinds of food can be found in its forest. Along the way,
it’s also learning how to take care of itself (just like you).
Drink . . .

Fruit is juicy, so orangs get most of the water they need from their food. But if they’re still
thirsty, then what? There are no faucets or drinking fountains where they live.

Many orangs lick raindrops off leaves or look for other places where rainwater collects, such as in
tree holes. Sometimes they chew leaves into a spongy wad and use that to soak up water.

When the rain comes down, Mom and Baby open their mouths and catch the drops. They also
lick their hair after a rain to get water. But usually orangs don’t like getting soaked. Sometimes
they pick big leaves and wear them as rain hats!
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Be Merry!

11

12

13

Sometimes orangutans just want to have fun. They swing and splash and play in lots of ways. At
other times, what looks like play is just a great ape’s way of surviving.

At the very hottest time of day, the big red ape hangs upside down from a vine and splashes
water on its head. What a fun way to cool down!

Save the Great Apes
Orangutans live only on the Southeast Asian islands of Borneo and Sumatra. Much of their rain

forest home has been cut down, and there are very few patches of forest left where these apes can
still live. Many people are working hard to try to save the great apes and their forests. Let’s hope
orangs can keep hanging on!
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Asia

Pacific
Ocean

Indian
Ocean

Key
Where orangutans live

Australia

Reprinted from July 2002 issue of Ranger Rick® magazine, with permission of the publisher, the National Wildlife Federation®. Copyright 2002 by the National
Wildlife Federation®.

1 Tina is writing a report about the foods orangutans eat. The source that will provide Tina
with the most reliable facts is a

A story about an orangutan mother feeding her baby.

B website about orangutans feeding in their natural habitat.

C newspaper article about a new orangutan zoo exhibit.

D book of photographs showing orangutans and other apes.
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2 Young orangutans stay with their mothers so long because they

A are not able to eat fruit until they are twelve years old.

B need to learn how to find and collect leaves.

C must help their mothers build a home beneath the trees.

D have to learn where and when to find food in the forest.

3 Gabrielle is reading a book about apes. Where should Gabrielle look to see if the book has
information about orangutans?

A the glossary

B the copyright page H
C the title page

D the table of contents

4 The bold headings in the passage help the reader to understand

A the kinds of places where orangutans live.

B the different topics covered in the passage.

C what the pictures in the passage are showing.

D how mother and baby orangutans survive.
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5 Study the map.

Asia

Pacific
Ocean

Indian
Ocean

Key
Where orangutans live

Australia

Which phrase best describes where orangutans live?

A on the mainland of Asia

B on the continent of Australia

C on both continents of Asia and Australia

D on islands between the mainlands of Asia and Australia
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6 Look at this photograph from the passage.

The photograph best helps the reader understand

A the way a baby orangutan learns from things around it.

B how baby orangutans hang onto the fur of their mothers.

C how baby orangutans look when they are hungry.

D the way a mother orangutan protects her baby.
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Directions Liam wrote this book report for his reading class. It contains mistakes. Read the
book report and answer Numbers 7 through 13.

Mattie Miller for Mayor
1 Mattie Miller for Mayor is the best book I have ever read! Mr. Johnson, the city mayor, decides

to turn the community playground into a parking lot. Mattie Miller, a ten-year-old boy, steps in to
help. Mattie runs for mayor so he can save the playground.

2 Some people in the town think a mayor must be more old than Mattie. However, nobody
can find a rule saying the mayor must be an adult. Mr. Johnson is shocked, but Mattie is thrilled.
Mattie and his friends try to win everybody’s vote. First, they wash the windows for the store
owners on Main Street. After that, they help people with odd jobs. They plant flowers in the park.
The whole town gets to know Mattie. Many people agree that the playground should be saved.

3 On the day of the election, everyone goes to the town square to find out who will win.
Unfortunately, Mattie loses by only one vote! Mattie is confident he will be elected mayor.
However, Mr. Johnson now understands how important the playground is to Mattie and the other kids.
Mr. Johnson agrees not to tear it down. Everyone cheers for Mattie’s success.

4 At the end of the book, Mattie is not disappointed about losing the election. The mayor will
visit Mattie’s school and speak at an assembly. Mattie’s goal was to save the playground, and he
did. Mr. Johnson shakes Mattie’s hand and thanks Mattie for teaching him a valuable lesson.

He says Mattie reminded him how important it is to always do the right thing. Mattie is proud that
he did the right thing too.

5 I think everyone should read this book. It teaches readers that people can make a difference in
their own towns.
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7 Read this sentence from Paragraph 2.

Some people in the town think a mayor must be more old than Mattie.

What is the correct way to write the underlined words?

A older

B oldest

C most older

D correct as is
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8 For which audience is this book report most likely written?

A city mayors

B adult voters

C young children

D playground workers

9 Which sentence could best be added to Paragraph 4?

A Mattie mows the yards of many people in the neighborhood.

B Mattie made signs to convince people to vote for him.

C Mr. Johnson has been the city major for three years.

D Everyone will remember what Mattie did for the city.

10 Read these sentences from Paragraph 3.

1. On the day of the election, everyone goes to the town square to find
out who will win.

2. Unfortunately, Mattie loses by only one vote!
3. Mattie is confident he will be elected mayor.
4. However, Mr. Johnson now understands how important the

playground is to Mattie and the other kids.

Which order is best for these sentences?

A 1, 4, 3, 2

B 1, 3, 2, 4

C 2, 1, 3, 4

D 2, 4, 1, 3
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11 Which sentence would be best to add to the end of Paragraph 1?

A He wants to save a special place in his hometown.

B Playgrounds are great places for families to play.

C Mattie Miller is only in the fourth grade.

D Two policemen say that they will vote for Mattie.

12 Which sentence from Paragraph 4 is unnecessary and should be deleted?

A At the end of the book, Mattie is not disappointed about losing the election.

B The mayor will visit Mattie’s school and speak at an assembly.

C Mattie’s goal was to save the playground, and he did.

D Mr. Johnson shakes Mattie’s hand and thanks Mattie for teaching him a valuable lesson.

13 Which title would also be appropriate for this book report?

A All about Mr. Johnson

B Ten-Year-Old Boys

C Making a Difference

D Playgrounds Are Important
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Directions Read the drama. Then answer Numbers 14 through 18.

Quiet as a Mouse
CHARACTERS:
HENRY, age 9
SAM, Henry’s brother, age 7
MOM
MR. SUN, a mail carrier
ELVIS, a neighbor’s dog
MOUSE, a dog

SCENE 1
(Setting: HENRY and SAM’s backyard. ELVIS can be heard barking.)

HENRY: (Tries to look over the fence.) Elvis sure is noisy. He must see a squirrel. I wonder if Elvis
will bark at our new dog.

MOM: (Rolls her eyes.) Elvis is always barking. Whenever Mr. Sun delivers the mail, Elvis barks until
Mr. Sun throws a treat over the fence. I don’t think we should get a dog that barks quite so much,
boys.

SAM: Mom! Mom! I know which kind of dog we should get.

HENRY: Wait a minute! I’m the oldest, so I should be the one to decide.

MOM: Let’s hear what Sam has to say before getting upset, Henry.

SAM: Billy has a little white dog with fluffy fur. It chases its tail, which is really fun to watch!

HENRY: I don’t want a dog like Billy’s. Just because it chases its tail doesn’t mean it will be a good
dog. I want a dog like Aunt Lou’s. Her dog has brown ears, and it can do a lot of tricks.

MOM: Boys, I know we will find a dog at the animal shelter that everyone in the family will like.
Come on. Let’s go!

SCENE 2
(Setting: The animal shelter. MOM, SAM, and HENRY walk past the cages, looking at dogs.)

MOM: Do you boys see a dog you like?

SAM: (Points left.) Look at that fluffy white dog over there.

HENRY: That dog is just running around the cage, Sam. I told you I don’t like that kind of dog.
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MOM: Are there any dogs you do like, Henry?

HENRY: (Points to the right.) Hey, look over here! (MOM, SAM, and HENRY walk over to a
different dog.) This dog doesn’t look like the kind I wanted, but I think he likes me! (The dog licks
HENRY’s hand.) Let’s get this dog!

SAM: (Looks at the dog, smiling.) Aww. I like him too! Can we get him, Mom?

SCENE 3
(MOM, SAM, and HENRY are looking at their new dog in their backyard.)

SAM: Well, he’s not white, little, or fluffy.

HENRY: And he doesn’t have brown ears either! Let’s find out if he knows any tricks.

MOM: Don’t you think we should give him a name?

SAM: He’s been so quiet. He has hardly barked. His tail keeps thumping the ground like a drum.
Maybe we should call him “Drummer”!

HENRY: That’s not a good name, Sam.

MOM: Since Henry picked out the dog, I think you should name him, Sam.

SAM: (Smiles.) He is as quiet as a mouse. Maybe we should name him “Mouse.”

HENRY: Let’s see if he likes it! Come here, Mouse! (The dog walks over to HENRY and licks his
hand.)

SAM: Look, Mouse already knows his name! I knew he was smart!

HENRY: (Pets the dog and smiles.) Mouse is the perfect name.

MOM: Well, aren’t you a clever dog. Let’s see if you like to play. (She throws a ball.) Go get it, Mouse!
(MOUSE does not move.)

HENRY: I guess we’ll have to show him how to catch a ball.

(MR. SUN peeks around the corner of the house. He is holding a package in his hand.)

MR. SUN: Hello! I’m delivering a package today! Can you sign for it? (Sees the new dog.) What do
we have here? Did you get a new friend? (Hands his clipboard to MOM, who signs it.)

HENRY: Hi, Mr. Sun. See our new dog? His name is Mouse.

MR. SUN: (Pets MOUSE while ELVIS barks in the background.) Aren’t you friendly and quiet! I
think I know how you got your name. I also think Elvis is calling me. See you tomorrow! (He
hands MOM the package and hurries away.)
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HENRY: I think we’ve found a great dog. Now all we have to do is go to the library and find a book
about dog training. I’ll bet Mouse can learn lots of tricks.

(MOUSE barks softly and wags his tail.)

SAM: I think Mouse wants to come to the library with us!

CURTAIN

14 Read these lines from Scene 1.

SAM: Mom! Mom! I know which kind of dog we should get.

HENRY: Wait a minute! I’m the oldest, so I should be the one to decide.

MOM: Let’s hear what Sam has to say before getting upset, Henry.

Which word is the opposite of the underlined word?

A calm

B silly

C angry

D sad

15 Which lines from the drama best show that Mouse is a good name for the new dog?

A HENRY: Let’s see if he likes it! Come here, Mouse!

B MOM: Well, aren’t you a clever dog. Let’s see if you like to play. (She throws a ball.) Go get
it, Mouse! (MOUSE does not move.)

C HENRY: Hi, Mr. Sun. See our new dog? His name is Mouse.

D MR. SUN: (Pets MOUSE while ELVIS barks in the background.) Aren’t you friendly and
quiet!
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16 Which question can be answered while reading the drama?

A Which tricks can Aunt Lou’s dog perform?

B Why does Sam want to name the dog Drummer?

C What did Billy name his dog?

D What is Sam’s favorite type of dog?

17 How do Henry and Sam resolve their differences about which dog to get?

A Mom tells the boys to choose a dog that does not bark like Elvis.

B They agree to choose a dog that everyone will like.

C Mom tells Sam to find the dog that he likes most.

D They agree that Henry should pick because he is older than Sam.
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18 “Quiet as a Mouse” can best be described as a drama because it

A involves different characters.

B contains stage directions.

C has rhyming words.

D has information about real events.
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Directions Ashley wrote a story about her perfect day. It may contain mistakes. Read the
story and answer Numbers 19 through 26.

Time with Dad
(1) Last weekend, my dad asked me if I wanted too go fishing.  (2) I was really excited

because I had never been on a fishing trip.  (3) We decided to go to Three Rivers Lake because it’s
usually very pretty during this time of the year.

(4) First we gathered our fishing supplies and packed them into the car.  (5) Then we loaded our
old canoe and paddles onto the top of the car.  (6) During the drive too the lake, Dad told me a story
about how excited he was the first time he caught a fish.  (7) I laughed when he told me about falling
out of the boat I do not want to take an unexpected swim!

(8) After arriving, us unpacked our supplies and put on our life jackets.  (9) The water
was even beautifuler than I remembered!  (10) We pushed the canoe into the lake and climbed
aboard.  (11) Dad paddled us to his favorite fishing spot.

(12) My dad showed me how to put the bait onto my fishhook.  (13) He showed me how to cast,
or throw, the fishing line into the water.  (14) I practiced casting the line a few times before I began
fishing too.

(15) It seemed like a long wait, but I finally felt a tug on the fishing line.  (16) I pulled in my line
and seen what I caught.  (17) They was a big sunfish!  (18) Dad took a picture of me holding it. (19)
Then he showed me how to gently take the fish off the hook and put it back into the
water.  (20) As the fish swam away, Dad explained that it’s important for some fish too stay in the lake.
(21) It was a perfect day with Dad!

19 Read Sentence 8.

After arriving, us unpacked our supplies and put on our life jackets.

Which word should be used in place of the underlined word?

A me

B we

C him

D them
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20 Which word from the story is a compound word?

A decided

B paddles

C fishhook

D important

21 Read Sentence 4.

First we gathered our fishing supplies and packed them into the car.

Which sentence uses a comma correctly?

A First we gathered our fishing supplies, and packed them into the car.

B First we gathered, our fishing supplies and packed them into the car.

C First, we gathered our fishing supplies and packed them into the car.

D First we gathered our fishing supplies and, packed them into the car.

22 Which sentence uses too correctly?

A Sentence 1

B Sentence 6

C Sentence 14

D Sentence 20
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23 Read Sentence 2.

I was really excited because I had never been on a fishing trip.

How should the underlined words be written as a contraction?

A I’ad

B Id’

C I’hd

D I’d

24 Which would be the best topic sentence to add to the beginning of Paragraph 2?

A Dad and I prepared to go fishing.

B Fishing from a canoe can be difficult.

C Dad likes to tell me fishing stories.

D A lake is the best place to go fishing.

25 Read Sentence 12.

________, my dad showed me how to put the bait onto my fishhook.

Which transitional word or words best fill in the blank?

A Suddenly

B Forexample

C The next day

D Before long
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26 Ashley wants to give her story a new title. Which title will best fit the story?

A The Sport of Fishing

B A Visit to the Beach

C My First Fishing Trip

D Caring for My Sunfish
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Directions Read and answer Numbers 27 through 30.

27 Which sentence uses quotation marks correctly?

A “Are you ready for the spelling bee?” Mom asked.

B “Josh replied, I think so.”

C “You’ll do fine,” Mom said, as long as you don’t worry.”

D “I hope you’re right”, Josh told her.

28 Read the table of contents from a book about kangaroos.

Chapter 1    Living in the Wild
Chapter 2    Finding Food
Chapter 3 BabyKangaroos
Chapter 4    Staying Safe

Which chapter would provide information about the size of a kangaroo when it is born?

A Chapter 1

B Chapter 2

C Chapter 3

D Chapter 4
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29 Read these steps for making a chocolate banana milkshake.

1. Combine banana chunks, milk, vanilla ice cream, and chocolate
syrup in a blender.

2.  Blend until all ingredients are creamy and smooth.
3.  Once the banana is frozen, cut into large chunks.
4.  Pour into glasses and top with whipped cream and chocolate chips.
5.  Place a banana in the freezer for several hours.

What is the correct order of the steps for making a chocolate banana milkshake?

A 1, 2, 5, 4, 3

B 5, 1, 2, 3, 4

C 1, 5, 2, 4, 3

D 5, 3, 1, 2, 4
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30 Look at the picture.

What is the main idea of the picture?

A The girls are waving to their friends.

B The girls are cheering for their teammates.

C The girls are shouting because they are angry.

D The girls are waiting to be picked up from school.
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Part 2

Directions Read the passage. Then answer Numbers 31 through 35.

Pilot Dream
1 “Raining again?” Carlos sighed. All week he had dreamed about what he would do on

Saturday. He would fly his model airplanes in the spring sunshine. He would also fly his new
airplane kite, and maybe he would even walk to the ice cream shop. Unfortunately, a rainy
Saturday would not be any good for airplanes or kites or ice cream.

2 Carlos stared through the raindrops on the apartment window. The only person outside was
his neighbor Mrs. Giles. She was carrying newspapers to the recycling bin. All Carlos really knew
about her was that she liked to knit. Mrs. Giles had once ordered a knitting magazine from him during
his school fundraiser.

3 Carlos watched Mrs. Giles struggle to carry the newspapers. Suddenly she stumbled, dropping
the newspapers into a puddle.

4 Carlos grabbed his raincoat and dashed out the door. “Do you need help, Mrs. Giles?” he
called.

5 Mrs. Giles looked up. “Thank you, Carlos,” she said.
6 Carlos helped Mrs. Giles walk back into her apartment. Then he picked up the soaked

newspapers and put them in the recycling bin.

7 “Do you have other papers you’d like me to take out?” Carlos called as Mrs. Giles watched him
from her doorway.

8 “I guess I do need more help than I like to admit,” Mrs. Giles sighed.
9 Mrs. Giles invited Carlos into her apartment. He picked up the stack of newspapers by the

door and noticed a pile of magazines on the floor. He saw several copies of Knitting Projects. To
his surprise, he also saw a few copies of Aviation News.

10 “Mrs. Giles, do you read Aviation News?” Carlos asked. “That wasn’t one of the magazines I
was selling.”

11 “No, it wasn’t, dear,” Mrs. Giles smiled. “But I like to stay current in my profession, even if I am
retired.”

12 “What was your profession?” Carlos asked. “I guess I don’t know much about you other than
you like to knit.”

13 “I do like to knit,” Mrs. Giles said. “I started knitting when I worked as an airline pilot.”
14 Carlos’s mouth dropped open. He stared at Mrs. Giles. “Really? You were a pilot?” he asked.
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16

17

18

19

20
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22

23

“Yes, really!” Mrs. Giles exclaimed. “In fact, I was one of the first female airline pilots in the
country.”

“Wow! That’s amazing. So what does knitting have to do with being a pilot?” Carlos asked.
“When I was working as a pilot and away from home, knitting gave me something to do. I

would knit sweaters for my son. Now he is a pilot too,” Mrs. Giles said proudly.
“I want to be a pilot,” Carlos said quickly. “I’ve never been in an airplane, but I make model

airplanes that really fly.”
“I’m so glad to learn that we have something in common,” Mrs. Giles said. “Perhaps when the

weather clears up, you can show me your model airplanes.”
“Sure!” agreed Carlos. “If you have any pictures of yourself flying, I’d like to see those too.”
Over the next few weeks, Carlos and Mrs. Giles became good friends.

One Saturday, Carlos heard a knock at his apartment door. Mrs. Giles was standing outside
with a tall man.

“Carlos, this is my son, Ron,” Mrs. Giles said. Carlos remembered his manners and shook
hands. “Nice to meet you,” Carlos said.
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25

26

27

28

Ron told Carlos about an idea he had. “My mother said you were interested in becoming a
pilot. I was wondering if you and your family would like to come with us to take a tour of my
airplane today.”

“Would we?” Carlos ran into the kitchen to ask his mother. Carlos and his mother both came to
the door.

“Come in!” she said, welcoming them into the living room. “Nice to see you again, Mrs. Giles.
Thank you both for this opportunity. Do you mind waiting while we get our things together to go
with you?”

After the tour, Carlos put the last bit of paint on one of his models. It was a large airliner.
Carlos looked at all of the instruments inside the tiny pilot’s cabin and happily remembered his
tour.

When his mother came into his room at bedtime, Carlos said, “Mom, when can I go to pilot
school?” His mother laughed. “Let’s see if you can finish fourth grade before you make plans for
the next step!” Carlos laughed with her and then fell asleep dreaming about airplanes.

31 Read Paragraph 3.

Carlos watched Mrs. Giles struggle to carry the newspapers. Suddenly she stumbled,
dropping the newspapers into a puddle.

Which word is a synonym for stumbled?

A stood

B yelled

C turned

D tripped
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32 Read these sentences from Paragraph 26.

"Thank you both for this opportunity. Do you mind waiting while we get our things
together to go with you?"

What does the word opportunity mean?

A help

B prize

C chance

D promise

33 Read this sentence from Paragraph 1.

Unfortunately a rainy Saturday would not be any good for airplanes or kites or ice cream.

The prefix un- in the underlined word helps the reader understand that Carlos feels as if he

A is without luck.

B is mostly lucky.

C needs extra luck.

D has just found luck.
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34 Read Paragraphs 12 and 13.

"What was your profession?" Carlos asked. "I guess I don’t know much about you
other than you like to knit."

"I do like to knit," Mrs. Giles said. "I started knitting when I worked as an airline
pilot."

What does the word profession mean?

A job

B plan

C hobby

D problem

35 Mrs. Giles first started knitting because she

A read about it in a magazine.

B needed a hobby after she retired.

C saw that her son needed warm clothes.

D wanted a hobby to do while away from home.
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Directions Read the poem. Then answer Numbers 36 through 40.

Trip
I never should have hurried as I ran to catch the train,
With my bag across my shoulders in the whipping wind and rain,
But I felt a little worried I’d be left behind again,
When my foot caught on the sidewalk

5

10

15

20

I tripped.

My suitcase flew toward traffic, and my shoes stayed by the street,
My legs revolved like planets with my head down near my feet. I
flipped and flopped and tumbled, looking not at all too neat,
When an ice cream vendor caught me
As I tripped.

I landed in his freezer, and my head fell in a cone,
I stood with ice cream dripping, feeling sticky and alone, Then I
heard the sound I dreaded — a hollow, hooting tone — As the
train pulled from the station
After I tripped.

It was not the trip I planned, nor the one I wished to take, For I
hoped to see the world — or at least the nearest lake. Instead
I’d gone to ice cream land and even missed the cake, On that
long-gone train to nowhere.
I missed the whole trip.
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36 Why is the speaker worried at the beginning of the poem?

A She wants to buy an ice cream cone before getting on the train.

B She is unhappy about getting wet from the rain.

C She is tired of carrying her heavy suitcase.

D She is afraid the train will leave without her.

37 Read this analogy based on the passage.

Dreaded is to feared as grinned is to _______.

Complete the analogy.

A wondered

B rejoiced

C played

D smiled

38 Which word best describes the speaker at the end of the poem?

A upset

B nervous

C amused

D peaceful
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39 Which event happens after the speaker lands in the ice cream freezer?

A She trips on the sidewalk.

B She is caught by the ice cream vendor.

C She loses her suitcase.

D She hears the train whistle.

40 Which two words from the poem rhyme?

A sidewalk, tripped

B flipped, foot

C alone, tone

D feet, train
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Directions John received this letter from his pen pal in Morocco. Read the letter and answer
Numbers 41 through 48.

April 27, 2011

Salaam (sa-lahm), John!

(1) This is how we say hello to each other in Arabic.  (2) Thank you for telling me about
your life in the United States.  (3) Reading about your family’s grocery store interesting.

(4) Let me tell you about my family’s shop.  (5) Our spice shop is in the souk, or marketplace.
(6) The shop has been in our family for many generations.  (7) Our shop is very colorful because
of the spices.  (8) Did you know that some spices are yellow, red, or even purple?  (9) Every day
before I leave for school I help arrange the baskets of spices outside our shop.  (10) The streets are
narrow here, so cars cannot drive on them.  (11) Our spices is delivered by donkey instead.
(12) In the afternoon, I sit behind the counter and do my homework.

(13) You asked about the subjecks I study at school.  (14) I take English, French, and Arabic
lessons.  (15) Some of my friends study Spanish too.  (16) It is quite helpful to speak more than one
language in Morocco.  (17) People from all over the world come into our shop.  (18) That is how I
learned my first words in English!  (19) Now I speak and write English so well that I can help my
father with our customers.

(20) I am so glad to hear that you also play football, or soccer as you call it in the United
States!  (21) It is the most popular sport in Morocco.  (22) My friends and I play in the alleyways of
the medina, which is the older part of our city.

(23) I hope someday you can come visiting me in Morocco.  (24) Mint tea is a very common
drink in Morocco.  (25) You can try them when you come.  (26) We can play soccer, and I can
give you a cup of tea!

Your sadiq (sa-deek), or friend,

Hasan
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41 Read Sentences 24 and 25.

Mint tea is a very common drink in Morocco. You can try them when you come.

What is the correct replacement for the underlined word?

A they

B he

C you

D it

42 Read Sentence 11.

Our spices is delivered by donkey instead.

What is the correct way to write the underlined words?

A be delivered

B are delivered

C was delivered

D correct as is

43 Which word from the letter is a compound word?

A marketplace

B counter

C language

D customers
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44 Read Sentence 23.

I hope someday you can come visiting me in Morocco.

Choose the correct way to write the underlined words.

A come visit

B come visits

C came visited

D coming visiting

45 Which sentence from the letter is an interrogative sentence?

A Our shop is very colorful because of the spices.

B Did you know that some spices are yellow, red, or even purple?

C Some of my friends study Spanish too.

D That is how I learned my first words in English!

46 Read Sentences 2 and 3.

Thank you for telling me about your life in the United States. Reading about your family’s
grocery store interesting.

What is the correct way to write the underlined sentence?

A Read about your family’s grocery store interesting.

B I read about your family’s grocery store and interesting.

C Reading about your family’s grocery store is interesting.

D To read about your family’s grocery store interesting.
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47 Read Sentences 13 and 14.

You asked about the subjecks I study at school. I take English, French, and Arabic
lessons.

Which underlined word is spelled incorrectly?

A asked

B subjecks

C study

D lessons

48 Which additional detail best supports the ideas in Paragraph 2?

A I would love to learn how to speak another language.

B I play football in my backyard with some of my friends.

C Sometimes people riding bicycles bring the spices to us.

D You seem to have many spices available in your grocery stores.

Grade 4 Reading and Language Arts | Page 37



Directions Claire gave this speech to the fourth-grade classes at her school. Read the speech
and then answer Numbers 49 through 56.

Vote for Claire
1 Hello, fourth graders! My name is Claire Chin. I want to be your class representative.

A representative is a person who speaks for a group of people. If you choose me as your
representative, I will share your ideas for improving our school with other school leaders. Here are
some other reasons why you should vote for me during Friday’s election.

2 I know Garson Elementary School. I have been a student here since I was in kindergarten. I
know my way around our school. I also know most of the teachers and students. I believe Garson
is a great place to learn. However, I believe that there are some things that can be improved. If you
vote for me, I promise to help all of Garson’s fourth graders by making our school even better.

3 I am responsible. Our teachers tell us that being in fourth grade is a big job because the
younger students look up to us. We are expected to be more dependable than the other kids. I try to
be responsible in all that I do. I come prepared for class and turn in my homework each day. I study
for tests. I return my library books on time. I try to set a good example for the other students, which
would make me an excellent representative.

4 I think we should have more rights since fourth graders have greater responsibilities. We
should have choices during recess. It is great that fourth graders still have free time each day. It would
be nice if we could choose what to do during that time, though. Right now, all students must go to the
playground during recess. We aren’t allowed to go to the library or to study in the classroom. Many
of us have asked to do something else, but the answer is always no.

5 I will ask for change. If you vote for me, I will ask to have the playground-only rule changed
for the fourth and fifth graders. I will explain how going to the library could help us with our projects
and reading goals. Using the classroom during this time would also help us finish our work at school.
Sometimes we don’t have enough time to complete our work during class. Maybe teachers would even
trade with each other to watch students in the classroom instead of outside. This simple change would
help many students.
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My friends and I study at the library.
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I don’t just want to change rules, though. The fourth graders could also plan a school event
together. For example, I suggest planning a science fair. We study electricity, weather, and sound.
We could build some fantastic projects about these topics and then display them for the whole
school. Our parents and friends could see how much we learn in fourth grade.

If you vote for me, I promise to ask for these two changes right away. I will suggest having
choices for our recess. I will also ask our principal and teachers for permission to have a science
fair. These two changes would make Garson Elementary School an even better place for everyone.

Thank you very much for listening. I hope you’ll vote for me in the school election on Friday.
Remember to vote for Claire Chin! I am your representative for change!
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49 Read these sentences from Paragraph 6.

We study electricity, weather, and sound. We could build some fantastic projects
about these topics and then display them for the whole school. Our parents and friends could
see how much we learn in fourth grade.

What does the word fantastic mean?

A new

B quick

C strange

D wonderful

50 What is the main reason students should vote for Claire?

A She wants to share her ideas.

B She feels proud of her school.

C She wants to change certain activities.

D She thinks older students need free time.

51 When Claire is giving her speech, what should students do if they have questions?

A ask the people sitting nearby for answers

B help Claire notice them by waving their hands

C ask Claire their questions after the speech ends

D show interest in the speech by calling out questions
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52 Choose the best summary of the speech.

A Claire wants students to vote for her during Friday’s election. She thinks she is a good
example for other students.

B Claire wants students to vote for her to be the class representative. She gives students
several reasons that show why she would be a good choice.

C Claire wants to be the class representative. She plans to share ideas for improving the
school with teachers.

D Claire wants to be a leader for her class. She has been a student at Garson Elementary
School since she was in kindergarten.

53 Fourth-grade students are planning a science fair project on winter weather. The best
source to find information would be a

A video titled How Snowflakes Form.

B television report that tells about a winter storm.

C journal article titled Winter Sports are Fun.

D website that explains how to make paper snowflakes.
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54 Look at the diagram based on Claire’s speech.

Prepare
for class

Responsibility

Turn in Study
homework for tests

Which idea belongs in the empty square?

A Return library books on time

B Work with younger students

C Play outside during recess

D Enjoy the fourth grade
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55 Which question is answered by information in Claire’s speech?

A When does the class representative meet with other students?

B How many students want to be the class representative?

C Who chooses the person to be the class representative?

D How many class representatives does each grade have?

56 Choose the sentence from Claire’s speech that best states the main idea.

A A representative is a person who speaks for a group of people.

B If you choose me as your representative, I will share your ideas for improving our school
with other school leaders.

C Our teachers tell us that being in fourth grade is a big job because the younger students
look up to us.

D Thank you very much for listening.
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Directions Read the poem. Then answer Numbers 57 through 59.

Whale Watching
When I watch a whale, it’s the fluke that thrills.
It’s the fluke of the whale that gives me the chills.

The fluke is the tail that the whale can lift high. His
fluke is a hand reaching up to the sky.

5

10

You can see when it happens, the whale swims around.
And then it turns and dives, undersea-bound.

When a whale first surfaces, what I see is his eye.
But it’s the fluke in the air, that’s the last to spy

First I see his eye, his body, his fin.
I see him jump, and I see him spin.

Then I see him dive back down under.
His fluke pops up — and there I stand in complete wonder.

57 Read Line 7.

When a whale first surfaces, what I see is his eye.

The word surfaces tells the reader that the whale is

A traveling.

B playing.

C moaning.

D appearing.
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58 Read the analogy based on the poem.

Jump is to leap as spin is to ________.

A race

B land

C float

D twist

59 Read Line 1.

When I watch a whale, it’s the fluke that thrills.

This line contains an example of

A repetition.

B rhyme.

C alliteration.

D simile.
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Reading and Language Arts
Answer Key

Question SPI Answer Question SPI Answer
1 4.2 B 31 1.12 D
2 5.2 D 32 1.13 C
3 6.3 D 33 1.14 A
4 6.4 B 34 1.16 A
5 6.5 D 35 5.2 D
6 6.6 B 36 5.2 D
7 1.3 A 37 5.4 D
8 3.2 C 38 5.5 A
9 3.4 D 39 5.6 D
10 3.5 B 40 8.8 C
11 3.6 A 41 1.1 D
12 3.7 B 42 1.11 B
13 3.9 C 43 1.15 A
14 1.12 A 44 1.2 A
15 5.1 D 45 1.4 B
16 6.1 B 46 1.5 C
17 8.3 B 47 1.8 B
18 8.5 B 48 3.4 C
19 1.1 B 49 1.16 D
20 1.15 C 50 2.1 C
21 1.6 C 51 2.2 C
22 1.7 C 52 2.3 B
23 1.9 D 53 4.1 A
24 3.3 A 54 4.3 A
25 3.8 D 55 6.1 C
26 3.9 C 56 6.2 B
27 1.10 A 57 1.13 D
28 6.3 C 58 5.4 D
29 6.7 D 59 8.8 C
30 7.2 B
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